
   
  Zambrana, UO Philosophy 

  PHIL 312: History of Philosophy – 19th Century  
 

 

1 

History of Philosophy – 19th Century 
 
Dr. Rocío Zambrana        PHIL 312 / CRN 34716 
zambrana@uoregon.edu       TR 4-5:20  
Office Hours: T&R 5:30-6:30      220 CHA 
SCH 242 
           
Graduate Employees: 
Ricardo Friaz        Oscar Ralda 
rfriaz@uoregon.edu       oralda@uoregon.edu 
Office Hours: T&R 3-4       Office Hours: F 12-1:50 
158 SCH         158A SCH 
 
Course Description:  
This course will provide a survey of the development and significance of 19th century philosophy in 
various philosophical traditions, including American, Latin American, European, and Feminist thought. 
We will examine convergent and divergent conceptions of self, society, knowledge, and rationality, 
emphasizing questions of history, power, gender, and race. This is the third of the history of philosophy 
sequence. 
  
Texts: 
We will work with a coursepack available on Canvas. We will also work with some online texts. Follow 
the links provided in the reading schedule below. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
1. You will identify, differentiate, compare, and critically assess key authors, debates, terms, and 

methods that emerged throughout 19th century philosophy in various philosophical traditions, 
including American, Latin American, European, and Feminist thought.  

2. You will engage in philosophical inquiry that examines a broad range of topics such as conceptions of 
self, society, knowledge, rationality, power, gender, and race. You will explain these as relevant to 
sub-disciplines within the field of philosophy, such as ethics, politics, metaphysics, and epistemology. 

3. You will present and assess views that differ from your own within an inclusive classroom 
environment, particularly perspectives relative to gender, race, and class.  

4. You will demonstrate critical thinking, reading, and writing skills through collaborative discussion and 
writing projects. 

 
Estimated Student Workload: 
Active Reading:  
Lecture and discussion will draw from your initial engagement with the text. To that end, practice active 
reading before class. Underline or highlight key words and phrases as you read. Summarize points, raise 
questions, challenge what you have read, note examples in the margins. Read critically by asking who 
wrote this text? When? Who is the intended audience? How does it relate to other readings within this 
class? Why do you think it was written? Look for signposts that help you understand the text, phrases 
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such as “most importantly,” “in contrast,” “on the other hand.” Explain what you've read to someone. 
(Source: OU) ~40 pages a week, ~5 hours a week 
 
Lecture and Discussion Section: 
Class time combines lecture, discussion, and group work. Productively and respectfully engage your 
peers, the text, and the instructor(s). To that end, practice active listening in class. Repeat and restate 
what you have heard orally or in notes. Seek clarification, pose questions, elaborate on a point, 
argument, concept, or interpretation. 5 hours a week, lecture and discussion section combined. 
 
Writing: 
Pick a topic and a thesis to pursue. Your topic should be narrow, for example, pick one concept or 
problem developed in the text that you would like to examine. Your thesis is the position that you will 
develop throughout your paper using arguments, textual evidence, and examples. The thesis states 
what you want to say about your topic. Identify and evaluate the author’s motivation, and state your 
own motivation. Identify key concepts and assess the relationship and distinction between them. 
Imagine a possible counter-position and assess your own views on the matter. Evaluate the overall 
quality of the argument or concept you have focused on given your own position. Anchor your 
discussion in the text. Quotes should be no longer than two lines each. As a general rule, for each line 
that you quote, you should write two lines explaining the quote (what it means, how it helps you 
establish your thesis). ~20 hours per term 
 
Grades:  
Participation       20% (10% lecture,  
 10% section) 
Essays (4)       80% (20% each) 
 
General Criteria for Evaluating Papers:  

• clarity: state a clearly defined topic and thesis 
• accuracy: present an author’s position adequately 
• assessment: evaluate the author’s position, and bring to bear on the text or issue your own view 
• craft: write coherently, thoughtfully, clearly; edit your work for grammatical and spelling 

mistakes 
A detailed grading rubric elaborating these 4 points will be used when assessing your written work. 
 
Grading Standard:  

A+ = superb. No mistakes, well-written, well-researched, and pursues an original thesis. 
A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B = good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way.  
C = OK. Some errors, but basic grasp of the material. 
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or  
complete lack of effort. 
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Course Policies: 
Etiquette: 
This course offers language and tools for positioning oneself within structures of power, thereby 
developing ability to inquire into lived experiences and social realities. Respectful listening and dialogue 
across multiple perspectives structures class discussion.  
 
Attendance:  
Attend classes regularly and promptly, ready to participate in constructive dialogue about the assigned 
text with your peers. More than 3 absences in lecture or 2 in section may result in a failing final grade, 
unless proof of illness or emergency is provided.  
 
Paper Deadlines and Submission: 
1. On Friday of weeks 2, 5, 8, 10, bring your topic and thesis to your discussion section for discussion 

among peers.  
2. Hand in a 4-page paper on Monday of weeks 3, 6, 9, and 11. Papers are due in the Department of 

Philosophy (SCH 211). Your work must be typewritten (12 pt. font, double-spaced). Please cite texts 
appropriately, including secondary literature and online resources. No late papers will be accepted, 
unless accompanied by proof of illness or emergency. 

 
Statement on Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional unacknowledged use of someone else’s work as one’s own 
in all forms of academic endeavor (such as essays, theses, examinations, research data, creative 
projects, and so on). Plagiarized material may be derived from books, journals, Internet postings, 
student or faculty papers, and so on including the purchase or “outsourcing” of written assignments for 
a course. See http://www.libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/. Plagiarism is grounds for 
failing the course.  
 
Recording Sessions: 
Request permission to record any session. The recording is for personal use and cannot not be 
disseminated (e.g.: posted online, etc.) unless I have provided written consent. 
 
Device Policy: 
Because we will be working with texts available online, you may use the device of your choice in class. 
Please be mindful of your neighbor by maintaining your online activity relevant to class discussion.  
 
Accommodation for Disability: 
If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please work 
with the Accessible Education Center (https://aec.uoregon.edu/). 
 
Senate Task Force to Address Sexual Violence and Survivor Support: 
The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination 
and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and 
gender-based stalking. If you have experienced or experience gender-based violence (intimate partner 
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violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you 
are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing 
health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal 
protective orders, and more. Visit https://safe.uoregon.edu or call 541-346-SAFE. 
 
Schedule of Readings: 
The schedule of readings is subject to change with advance notice via email.  
 
Wk. 1 
T Introduction to the Course with reference to: 
  US Declaration of Independence (1776) 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen (1789) 
Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” (1784) 

R The Free Citizens of Color, Address to the National Assembly (22 October 1789)  
Who Love Mankind about the Hardships, Rights, and Demands of the Free People of Color in 
Saint-Domingue and the Other French Islands in America (October 1790) 
Constitution of the French Colony of St. Domingue 1801 (Toussaint Louverture) 

 The Haitian Declaration of Independence January 1, 1804 (Jean-Jacques Dessalines) 
 (Canvas) 

    
Wk. 2 
T Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” (1852)  
R Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, “Mastery and Servitude” (Canvas) 
 Frias and Ralda will lead this session 
 
Wk. 3 
T Simón Bolívar, Jamaica Letter (1815)  
R José Martí, “Our America” (1892)  
 
Wk. 4 
T Marx, Paris Manuscripts, “Estranged [Alienated] Labor” (1844) 
R Marx, Capital, “The Secret of Primitive Accumulation” (1887) 

Recommended: Rosa Luxemburg, “The Reproduction of Capital and its Social Setting,” 
chap. 26 of The Accumulation of Capital (1913) 

 
Wk. 5     
T Red Jacket (Sagoyewatha), Speeches in Response to Alexander and Richardson (1811) 
R  Cherokee Women, Three Petitions (1817, 1818, 1821); John Ross, “Letter in Answer to Inquiries 

from a Friend” and Memorial and Protest of the Cherokee Nation (1836) (Canvas) 
 
Wk. 6   
T  Class cancelled – Zambrana giving a talk and seminar at Berkeley  
R Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” (1849) (Canvas) 
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Wk. 7 
T William James, “The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life” (1891) (Canvas) 
R Fredrich Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Second Essay (1887) (Canvas) 
 
Wk. 8  
T Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Rights and Sentiments” (1848) (Canvas) 
R Sojourner Truth, “Women’s Rights” and “When Woman Gets Her Rights, Man Will Be Right”  
 (1851, 1867) and Anna Julia Cooper, “Voice from the South” (1892) (Canvas) 
  
Wk. 9 
T Emma Goldman, “Anarchism: What it Really Stands For” (1910) 
R Luisa Capetillo, “Woman in the Home, in the Family, and in Government” and  
 “Impressions of Trip, July 1909” (Canvas) 
 
Wk. 10   
T Jane Addams, “Democracy or Militarism” (1899) (Canvas) 
R W.E.B. DuBois, The Soul of Black Folk (1903), “Forethought” and “Our Spiritual Strivings” 

(Canvas) 
 
 


